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"Encyclopaepia of Surgical Pathology." He was a very genial
man, full of wit and humour, devoted not less to medical I
science than to art and music, and his death leaves a void
in local society.

The Ort7wvvdic Institute of Ziirich.
Dr. W. Schulthess has been demonstrating the following

cases to the Medical Society of Ziirich. 1. A child, aged six
years, with Partial Paralysis of the Left Leg from the Knee
downwards, combined with Partial Muscular Hypertrophy.
It is of interest that the mother of the child had a severe
fall during pregnancy. A photograph of the patient at the
age of one year distinctly showed a difference, now more pro-
nounced, in the two feet, so that the paralytic affection must
have occurred either during uterine life or in the earliest

period of infancy. There was partial paralysis of the anterior
and posterior tibial muscles, hypertrophy of all the posterior
muscles of the left leg from the knee downwards, otherwise
muscular atrophy (? retraction), shortening of the left leg,
and secondary pes equino-varus. Slight differences in the
muscles of the left arm pointed to a cerebral origin of the
paralysis. 2. A boy, aged 16 years, who from early youth
had showed signs of severe scoliosis, which, however, did
not hinder him from going to school and running about
like other children. At the age of 15 years increasing weak-
ness in both legs supervened without any previous illness or
any symptoms of spondylitis; this was followed by spastic
paralysis, which persists to this day. Dr. Schulthess con-
sidered it to be a case of a rare condition-namely, com-
pression myelitis due to the scoliosis.

Zurich, Feb. 23rd.

ROME.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The League against T1lberculosis.
ITALY long stood alone among continental countries in

maintaining that pulmonary phthisis was communicable, and
English-speaking physicians in Rome and Florence used to
complain of the difficulty, sometimes insuperable, of getting
phthisical patients admitted into hotels or pensions except
at a price which would leave the proprietor free to shut his
house against all other arrivals. Right in her surmise, for
it was nothing more, Italy has now to follow the lead of those
countries which have come round to her way of thinking,
and at this moment is actively copying their provisions for
limiting the spread of the disease and for promoting its cure
in cases where it has been established. At Padua on

Feb. 22nd a very important meeting was held at which public
hygienists, the occupants of academic chairs in medicine

(theoretical and clinical), and general practitioners combined
to found " una lega nazionale contro tubercolosi." The
rector of the University, Dr. Achille de Giovanni, who is also
professor of clinical medicine, presided, and in the course of
a powerful and impressive speech he described the urgent
necessity for such a new departure and he also set forth the
lines on which it will proceed. The league will be composed
of regional committees and these will elect the national com-
mittee which will have its headquarters in Rome. Next
week a not less important meeting will be held in Turin
and Dr. Pio Foa, the distinguished professor of general
pathology and supplemental lecturer on bacteriology in the
university, will be the spokesman of the occasion. His

special theme will be " Sui Sanatori popolari per la cura
della Tubercolosi," and his discourse will be at once a
scientific exposition and a medical propaganda. An antici-
pation of its tenour with which I have been favoured indi-
cates his line to be the following. Popular sanatoria are in
these days the solution of a tripartite problem-(l) medical,
(2) hygienic, and (3) social. Medicine claims first con-
sideration, because in the sanatoria for tuberculosis her
" cures attain the high proportion of 30 per cent., while
her " improvements " are at least 45 per cent. Hygiene
comes next, since in the sanatoria, and in these alone,
the patient succeeds in mastering the methods by which
he preserves those around him from the contagion of the
disease. Sociology takes the third place-phthisis (or
pulmonary tuberculosis) being but the most pronounced form
assumed by "miseria fisiologica" (physiological impoverish-
ment) and in the last resort by the economic "miseria" of
an individual or a race. The foundation of popular sanatoria

for the treatment of phthisis is therefore the practical outcome
of that principle of mutual aid according to which the more
favoured assist the less favoured classes-assist them, more-
over, not by the fitful relief of a " charity," often capricious
and always incomplete, but in conformity with the methods
of an intervention at once continuous, direct, and well-
systematised. All civilised countries have, to a greater or
smaller extent, equipped themselves with such sanatoria.
Germany, France, Hwitzerland, Austria, and others are

already provided with them. Italy alone, as I have said, has
still to follow, and not a day too soon. According to the
latest statistics tuberculosis kills 70,000 of her inhabitants
every year and reduces to the invalid state well-nigh
1,000,000 within the same period. Hitherto she has been
content to look on and to report the success of neighbouring
nationalities, as of Switzerland at Bale and of France at
Lyons ; but now the initiative taken by Padua and Turin
will be imitated in some of her other great centres and
the projects already formulated by such municipalities
as those of Brescia and Milan will have their counter-

parts in cities further south. Rich in climatic resorts
of every kind, Italy has a magnificent opportunity of

utilising these in the foundation of "sanatori popolari " and
of showing to Europe what she is capable of in her hygienic
as well as in her political " risorgimento." On a minor scale,
indeed, she has demonstrated what she can do for the pre-
vention and treatment of such local epidemics as pellagra-the
" pellagrosai " in Lombardy having already more than justi-
fied their institution. Here again her activity is laudably on
the increase, and at Padua, on April 8th, she will hold a
congress "contro la pellagra which is to last three days
and at which not only the Venetian but the Lombard
communes will be largely represented.

Professor 6. B. Grassi on Recent Studies in Malaria.
In a lecture delivered before a mixed but chiefly pro-

fessional audience on Feb. 26th at Milan Professor Grassi
gave his most recent views on the accessions made to our
knowledge of " malaria." The cause, essential and primary,
of the fever is, he said, "a sporozoon, an organism infinitely
small, developing itself through a special evolutionary cycle
in a particular species of mosquitoes affecting malarious
localities, which sporozoon is inoculated in man by the
puncture of the said species of mosquitoes." The lec-
ture re-traversed the ground already traced in this corre-

spondence and need be referred to no further than as

confirming the account of the Italian contributions to the
discovery of the special mosquito (the anophelcs claviger)
already given to your readers. Of more interest was

Professor Grassi’s conclusion as to the " mode of combating
malaria." This consists in " making war on the mosquitoes,
destroying them, and so preventing their reproduction."
The marsh waters, he said, in malarious districts from being
stagnant should be made to flow. Drainage on a large scale
is not needed for this object. It would suffice, in the
months during which the mosquitoes are prolific, to carry out
"proscingamenti temporanei" (temporary dryings up or soil
desiccation). This, he assured his audience, would "save
entire regions from a terrible scourge."
Feb. 25th.

CONSTANTINOPLE.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT,)

The Imperial Madical Society.
THE Imperial Medical Society held an extraordinary

meeting on Feb. 15th to receive the report for the past year
and to elect the President and officers for the current year.
Dr. Stekoulis presided and opened the meeting with a brief
address, in which he stated its objects. He announced that
the endeavours of the society to render obligatory the noti-
fication of infectious diseases were likely to prove successful.
The secretary then read the report of the past twelvemonth,
gave a summary of the more important discussions, and drew
attention to the number of original papers, many of which
treated of surgery, ophthalmology, epidemiology, and rare
cases. He spoke at great length of phakotherapy and the
confirmation which modern experience was giving to M.
Apery’s theories. After referring in terms of regret to
the death of two valued members, Dr. Plessa and Dr.

Nuridjian, he enumerated the honours and distinctions which
the Sultan had bestowed upon members of the society and


